Permanent panhypopituitarism associated with maternal deprivation.
A 15-year-old boy with a history of maternal deprivation since age 2 years had severe growth retardation and panhypopituitarism. After one year in an appropriate foster home, there were no changes in his growth rate and pituitary function. This appears to be a case in which panhypopituitarism, probably secondary to maternal deprivation, was not corrected after placement in an appropriate environment. The normal increase in the concentration of serum thyroid stimulating hormone after the administration of protirelin (Thypinone) suggested that the primary abnormality was in the hypothalamic centers controlling the release of the pituitary hormones. Knowledge of the possibility of permanent panhypopituitarism secondary to maternal deprivation might encourage careful follow-up of these patients after placement.